
 LESSONS & CAROLS 2020

Introduc)on. The Fes)val of Nine Lessons and Carols tells the story of Christmas through a series of 
readings from the Bible. It begins in Genesis with crea)on and humanity’s fall into sin, including the 
earliest promises of redemp)on through Jesus the Messiah. It con)nues highligh)ng the hopes of the 
Old Testament prophets un)l the birth of Christ, as told by the Gospels. Finally, it concludes with a St. 
John’s unfolding of the great mystery of Jesus’ Incarna)on. As the name of the service implies, every 
reading is followed by a response in the form of a carol or hymn. 

Lessons and Carols is a rela)ve newcomer to Chris)an worship, as it was developed in late 19th Century 
England as a holy alterna)ve to carousing in the pubs on Christmas Eve. Since then, it has become a 
beloved Advent tradi)on and an important reminder of why we celebrate Christmas. 

Prelude 
OPENING SENTENCES        Isaiah 60:1-2, 19-20 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will be seen upon you. 
The sun shall be no more your light by day, 
nor for brightness shall the moon give you light; 
but the Lord will be your everlas)ng light, 
and your God will be your glory. 
Your sun shall no more go down, 
nor your moon withdraw itself; 
for the Lord will be your everlas)ng light, 
and your days of mourning shall be ended. 

Opening Hymn   O Come All Ye Faithful 
O come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him 
Born the King of angels 
Chorus 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
Verse 2 
God from God 
Light from light Eternal 
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb 
Only-begoUen Son of the Father 
Verse 3 
Sing choirs of angels 
Sing in exulta)on 
Sing all ye ci)zens of heaven above 
Glory to God 
All glory in the highest 
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Verse 4 
Yea Lord we greet Thee 
Born this happy morning 
Jesus to Thee be glory given 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing 

A PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
Leader The Lord be with you! 
People And also with you! 
Leader Let us pray: 
People Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the Rme of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that 
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Please be seated. 

THE LESSONS & CAROLS 

The Bidding 
Dear Friends, at this Christmas4de let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the angels, 
and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and with the 
shepherds and the wise men adore the Babe lying in a manger. Therefore let us read and mark in Holy 
Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious 
Redemp4on brought to us and all crea4on by this Holy Child, and in company with the Church universal 
and the heavenly Host let us make this city glad with our carols of praise. 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Let us pray: 
Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be wriYen for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by paRence and the comfort of your holy Word we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasRng life, which you have given us in our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON Genesis 1:1, 27-28,31a; 2:15-17;3:1-6, 8-15 
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the 
serpent’s head.
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  
God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruicul and mul)ply and fill the earth and subdue it, 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.” 
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And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the Lord God 
commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

Now the serpent was more crafy than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he 
ate. 

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord 
God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

The Lord God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, 
cursed are you above all livestock 
and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
and dust you shall eat 
all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel.” 

THE FIRST CAROL  God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 
Verse 1 
God rest ye merry gentlemen 
Let nothing you dismay 
Remember Christ our Saviour 
Was born on Christmas Day 
To save us all from Satan's pow'r 
When we were gone astray 
Chorus 
O )dings of comfort and joy 
Comfort and joy 
O )dings of comfort and joy 

3



 LESSONS & CAROLS 2020

Verse 2 
In Bethlehem in Jewry 
This blessed Babe was born 
And laid within a manger 
Upon this blessed morn 
The which His mother Mary 
Did nothing take in scorn 
Verse 3 
From God our heavenly Father 
A blessed angel came 
And unto certain shepherds 
Brought )dings of the same 
How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by name 
Verse 4 
Fear not then said the angel 
Let nothing you affright 
This day is born a Saviour 
Of a pure virgin bright 
To free all those who trust in Him 
From Satan's pow'r and might 
Verse 5 
The shepherds at those )dings 
Rejoiced much in mind 
And lef their flocks afeeding 
In tempest storm and wind 
And went to Bethlehem straightway 
The blessed Babe to find 
Verse 6 
And when they came to Bethlehem 
Where our dear Saviour lay 
They found Him in a manger 
Where oxen feed on hay 
His mother Mary kneeling down 
Unto the Lord did pray 
Verse 7 
Now to the Lord sing praises 
All you within this place 
And with true love and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace 
This holy )de of Christmas 
All others doth deface 

THE SECOND LESSON Genesis 22:1-3, 18 
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.
God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your 
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his 
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donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt 
offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the 
wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham 
reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from 
heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the 
boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, 
your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifed up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is 
said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second )me from heaven and said, “By myself I have 
sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I 
will surely bless you, and I will surely mul)ply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that 
is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all 
the na)ons of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

THE SECOND CAROL Of the Father’s Love BegoUen 
Of the Father's love begoUen 
Ere the worlds began to be 
He is Alpha and Omega 
He the source the ending He 
Of the things that are that have been 
And that future years shall see 
Ever more and ever more 
Verse 2 
O ye heights of heav'n adore Him 
Angel hosts His praises sing 
Pow'rs dominions bow before Him 
And extol our God and King 
Let no tongue on earth be silent 
Ev'ry voice in concert ring 
Ever more and ever more 
Verse 3 
Christ to Thee with God the Father 
And O Holy Ghost to Thee 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
And unwearied praises be 
Honor glory and dominion 
And eternal victory 
Ever more and ever more 

THE THIRD LESSON Isaiah 9:2-7 
Seven hundred years before the first Christmas, Isaiah the prophet foretells the coming of the Savior. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
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and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlas)ng Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it with jus)ce and with righteousness 
from this )me forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

THE THIRD CAROL Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
Come Thou long expected Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free 
From our fears and sins release us 
Let us find our rest in Thee 
Israel's strength and consola)on 
Hope of all the earth Thou art 
Dear desire of every na)on 
Joy of every longing heart 
Verse 2 
Born Thy people to deliver 
Born a child and yet a King 
Born to reign in us forever 
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone 
By Thine all sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne 

Verse 3 
Come Almighty to deliver 
Let us all Thy life receive 
Suddenly return and never 
Never more thy temples leave 
Thee we would be always blessing 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing 
Glory in Thy perfect love 

THE FOURTH LESSON Isaiah 11:1-3a, 6-9 
Isaiah the prophet foretells the peace that Christ will bring. 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
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and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the faUened calf together; 
and a liUle child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 
their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 

THE FOURTH CAROL O Come O Come Emmanuel*   
       Footnote (*Emmanuel means “God-with-us”) 
O come O come Emmanuel 
And ransom cap)ve Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Un)l the Son of God appear 
Chorus 
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
Verse 2 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might 
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In Ancient )mes didst give the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe 
Verse 3 
O come thou rod of Jesse free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny 
From depths of hell Thy people save 
And give them victory o'er the grave 
Verse 4 
O come Thou Key of David come 
And open wide our heavenly home 
Make safe the way that leads on high 
And close the path to misery 
Verse 5 
O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight 

THE FIFTH LESSON Luke 1:26-35, 38 
The angel Gabriel hails Mary, the blessed virgin mother of Jesus. 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
“Gree)ngs, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to 
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discern what sort of gree)ng this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.  
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her. 

THE FIFTH CAROL My Soul Magnifies the Lord, or Gabriel’s Message 
Verse 1 
Silent night holy night 
All is calm I’m singin’ all is bright 
‘Round yon virgin mother and Child 
Holy Infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Oh sleep in heavenly peace 
Verse 2 
Silent night holy night 
Shepherds quake oh at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia 
Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born 
Verse 3 
Silent night holy night 
Son of God love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth 
Verse 4 
Silent night holy night 
Wondrous star lend thy light 
With the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King 
Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born 

THE SIXTH LESSON Luke 2:1-7 
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, as the prophet Micah had foretold. 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registra)on when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own 
town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the )me came for her to give birth. 
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And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 

THE SIXTH CAROL Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye na)ons rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With th'angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Verse 2 
Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlas)ng Lord 
Late in )me behold Him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail th'incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell 
Jesus our Emmanuel 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Verse 3 
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings 
Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 

THE SEVENTH LESSON Luke 2:8-20 
The shepherds go to the manger to worship Jesus the Messiah. 

In the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a mul)tude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they 
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made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And 
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 

THE SEVENTH CAROL Angels We Have Heard on High 
Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 
Chorus 
Gloria, Gloria, Gloria 
In excelsis Deo, Deo, Deo 
Gloria, Gloria, Gloria 
In excelsis Deo 
Verse 2 
Shepherds why this jubilee 
Why your joyous strains prolong 
What the gladsome )dings be 
Which inspire your heav'nly song 
Verse 3 
Come to Bethlehem and see 
Christ whose birth the angels sing 
Come adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord the newborn King 

THE EIGHTH LESSON MaUhew 2:1-11 
Gen4le sages are led by the star to worship the King of kings. 

Now afer Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his 
star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is wriUen by the 
prophet: 
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what )me the star had 
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you 
have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” Afer listening to the king, they 
went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them un)l it came 
to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifs, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
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THE EIGHTH CAROL Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
And with fear and trembling stand 
Ponder nothing earthly minded 
For with blessing in His hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth 
Our full homage to demand 
Verse 2 
King of kings yet born of Mary 
As of old on earth He stood 
Lord of lords in human nature 
In the body and the blood 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heav'nly food 
Verse 3 
Rank on rank the host of heaven 
Spreads its vanguard on the way 
As the Light of light descendeth 
From the realms of endless day 
That the powers of hell may vanish 
As the darkness clears away 
Verse 4 
At His feet the six winged seraph 
Cherubim with sleepless eye 
Veil their faces to the Presence 
As with ceaseless voice they cry 
Alleluia alleluia 
Alleluia Lord Most High 

HOMILY MaUhew Wilcoxen 

THE PRAYERS & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
NOTICES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
THE NINTH LESSON John 1:1-14 
St. John unfolds the great mystery of Jesus’ Incarna4on. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about 
the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the 
light. 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
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become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

THE NINTH CAROL Joy to the World 
Verse 1 
Joy to the world the Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing 
And heav'n and nature sing 
And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing 
Verse 2 
Joy to the earth the Savior reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat repeat the sounding joy 
Verse 3 
No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as far as the curse is found 
Verse 4 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the na)ons prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders wonders of His love 

THE BENEDICTION 
Christ, who by his incarna)on gathered into one person things both earthly and heavenly, grant you the 
fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

THE DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
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