
 

REZ GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE WEEK OF  
MARCH 19, 2023 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Important Lent dates: 
a. A Service of Lament – Friday, March 31, 6-7 pm at Rez 
b. Palm Sunday – April 2, 10 am & 5 pm services 
c. Maundy Thursday – April 6, 6:30 pm 
d. Good Friday – April 7, 6:30 pm 
e. The Easter Vigil – April 8, service begins at sunset at 7:38 pm 
f. Easter Sunday – April 9, 10 am & 5 pm services 

2. Parenting Course — March 18 through April 22 on Saturdays 9:30 am - 11:30 
am with a break on Holy Saturday. 

3. Little Lights Volunteering — Saturday, March 25, 10 am - 1 pm at the Potomac 
Gardens public housing complex; contact Andrew Evans for more details 

4. Rez Youth Ministry Gathering — Sunday, March 26, 5–6:30 pm at Rez  
5. Rez Youth Ministry Seder Meal — Wednesday, April 5, 6:30 pm at Rez. 

Register by March 22. Open to all interested in joining. 
 
SCRIPTURE - Matthew 6:19-34 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
Write a simple outline of Matthew 6:19-34 
 

1. Read vv. 19-24; and give a summary of what Jesus is teaching 
2. Where do you see yourself in this passage? What is your relationship with 

money and possessions? 
3. Jesus mentions the eye as the lamp of the body in verse 22 and 23. Why is 

this important in a section about laying up treasures? 
4. Read vv. 25-34 and summarize what Jesus is teaching; why shouldn’t you 

worry? 
5. It’s not always easy to trust God for our physical and material needs; what 

can you do when anxiety takes over and your focus becomes clouded? 
6. How can you practice generosity with what God has provided for you, even 

if it’s just enough for you to get by? 
 
 



PRAYER 
 
Officiant Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
People The maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
The Officiant says to the people 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant says 
May Almighty God grant us forgiveness of all our sins, and the grace and comfort of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 



And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Intercessions and thanksgivings follow. Please include the following in your prayer: 
  
Missionary: Matt and Katey Riley - Church planting in Pontivy, France 

● We have recently had quite a few inquiries into starting another group - exciting!  So that 
will be launching following our February church service.  

● Also, for our own spiritual discipline.  It is so easy to get wrapped up in the day to day 
and to lose focus.  

● Please pray for clarity and direction as we need to put our noses to the grindstone as far 
as launches, relaunches after the holidays and publicity.  

 
Persecuted Church and her Persecutors: Algeria 

● Please pray that the Holy Spirit will help Christians in Algeria to stand firm in their faith 
● Pray that each Christian in Algeria will have opportunities to gather with other believers 

for fellowship and discipleship. 
● Pray for the reopening of closed churches and a relaxing of laws that stifle religious 

freedom.  
 

Conflict-ridden areas: Ukraine/Russia, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Myanmar, etc.   

A Prayer of St. John Chrysostom 
 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time, with one accord to make 
our common supplications to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will 
grant their requests: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age 
to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord! 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

The Officiant may then conclude: 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.    Romans 15:13 


